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Francoius Houtait writes :

In 2005 the West celebrated the end of World War 1. Now Western Europe is
getting ready to commemorate in 2014 World War I. But in 2009 war remains for
millions a daily reality. "No more war" is a dream and a just wish, but
unfortunately has not materialised.

In 1967—more than 40 years ago—the Bertrand Russell Tribunal condemned
US war crimes in Vietnam. But only on 27 January 1973, six years later, did the
Americans withdraw. Today, it's almost seven years since US troops invaded Iraq
and the illegal occupation seems far from over.

Like the Vietnam War, the war in Iraq is a war of aggression. The United States
and its allies invaded Irag on 20 March 2003 under the pretext that Irag had
developed weapons of mass destruction (afterwards proven false).

Just before the invasion, and immediately afterwards, there were massive
protests against the British-American plan. Former UK Prime Minister Tony
Blair forfeited the necessary credibility to become the first president of the
European Union. Meanwhile, in Britain a fourth committee has been established
to investigate why Blair decided to participate in the illegal invasion.

Yet the protests of civil society across the world against this war resound ever
weaker, though the devastation wrought is enormous. In terms of nuclear
contamination it surpassed even Vietnam War. Seven years of war on Iraq have
caused more than one million deaths with 4.5 million people forced to flee.

The Brussells Tribunal tries to gather as much information as possible about
the real situation in Irag, and wants to reach as many people as possible with real
news of this war and occupation, including:

—The impact of the use of depleted uranium

—The reasons for the destruction of the Iraqgi state, its infrastructure and
cultural heritage

—Why academics, doctors, journalists were kidnapped, obliged to leave the
country or killed

—Violations of the basic rights of lIragis, especially women, children and
civilians.

The Brussells Tribunal wants to give voice to the Iraqgis who live under the
daily terror of a horrendous occupation.

And if there is occupation, there is resistance. That was the case in World War
I1, and Iraq is no different.

The Brussells Tribunal is well known for its accurate and verified information,
collected and dissemina-ted online : www.brussellstribunal.org.

From January 2010 onwards, the Tribunal wants to keep as many interested
people as possible abreast of the situation in Irag and the Arab world via a
newsletter detailing the activities and publications of the Brussells Tribunal. ooo



